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Minutes of the Compton Bishop Parish Council Meeting that was held in the     
Cross Memorial Hall Cross on Wednesday 13th December 2017 commencing 7.30 pm 
 
There was one members of the public present : County Councillor R Filmer 
 

Cllr Filmer, Councillor Somerset County Council (SCC) gave the following report: 
There is an  initiative of SCC and Devon to form a joint committee with district councils to improve help draw down 
powers and finance from Government. 19 councils are involved and David Fothergill (SCC) is the leader of the 
committee . 
SCC and 5 Somerset Districts have submitted a bid to government to be a "Pilot scheme" for Business Rate 
retention. 
Library services will be retained in-house at least for the next 2-3 years 
Children’s services previously had received a ‘poor performance’ from OFSTED. Have recently been reinspected and 
it is now improving, the report will be published in January. 
The Huntspill Energy Park, on the site of the old Royal Ordnance factory near Puriton, has gained planning 
permission and will focus on low carbon and energy generation. Once operational, the Park will create in the region 
of 4,500 high value and skilled jobs. 

 
The Chairman opened the meeting at 7.35pm 
 

PRESENT:  Cllr T Mason (Chairman), Cllr A Lane, Cllr E Parker, Cllr Pritchard, Cllr D McCarthy, Cllr K Glimstead  
 

1. To receive any apologies for absence – Cllr A Gooby 
2. Approval of Minutes - The minutes of the meeting held on 8th November 2017 were approved by all 

councillors present at that meeting. Cllr Glimstead was not present at the November meeting and 
abstained. 

3. Declarations of Interest  - Cllr Glimstead declared a pecuniary interest in item 8a. 
4. Matters arising  – There were none 
5. Staffing Committee Report 

The Chairman reported on the Staffing Committee meeting held on 26th October and the employment of 
Mr R Parker as Locum Clerk who agreed to the payment of £8.61 per hour for 21 hours per month 
commencing October 1st 2017.   

6. Clerk’s Report :  
a. Cllr Alex Gooby, Vice Chairman, advised The Council of a leave of absence for the next three 

months because of work pressures.  
b. The results of the July 2017 Speed Indicator Device (SID) have not been received, the clerk has 

contacted Mr Grabham for these. The SID programme, due to finish in December 2017 has been 
extended to the end of March 2018 to allow Councils to decide on options available.- 

c. Transparency Fund – the £590 funding is waiting for a cheque to be signed by their chairman. The 
fund will pay for a laptop, software and scanner. 

d. Cllrs were advised that the bags of grit were for the benefit of parishioners and Cllrs should not 
take on the role or responsibility for gritting.  

e. The appointed Auditors for the period 2017-2022 are PFK Littlejohn. Forms will be received 
electronically in April/May 2019. This council with less than £2,500 income/expenditure is exempt 
from fees and charges. 

7. Finance Matters 
a. The finance report was received by Councillors and approved by all. 
b. The following payment were unanimously approved :  

i. M Pritchard : Peat, manure, plants : £23.96 
ii. Grass Cutting for October – W Jackson : £87.00 

iii. Wheel security lock for Work Party Trailer – M Rolfe : £11.88 
iv. Stationery – Clerk : £25.48 (13 July - Dec 2017) 
v. Donation request – Compton Bishop Church : £400 

vi. Locum Clerk cost – R Parker  : £447.88 for the period October-November 2017 
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c. Internet Banking has been set up and awaiting the receipt of the authorisation module. It requires 
the Chairman and two others to be signatories, Cllr Lane agreed to be the third signatory and will 
register at an HSBC branch.  

d. Defribrillator funding - The financial/banking arrangements are nearing completion. 
e.  Draft 2018/19 Budget - The precept request was received later this year with a deadline of 

January 5th. An extension to 13th January. The Clerk presented a draft of the 2017 outturn and 
2018/19 budget items. Councillors agreed that the precept should be £7,570 and the budget 
shortfall would come from reserves. Some items on the draft will be amended and a revised 
budget and confirmation of the precept would be available for the January Council Meeting.  

The request for a dog-bin for Church Lane was accepted and will be included in the draft budget. 
 

8. Planning Matters 
a. Planning Applications 

Councillor Bob Filmer left the room at 8.19 pm (Declared Interest – Chair of Sedgemoor Planning Committee) 
 

i. Application Number 21/17/00009 Change of use of barn to home office/gym. Decision : by a 
unanimous vote - no objection. 

ii. Application Number 21/17/00010 Retention of attached garage. Councillors had no 
objection to the retention of the garage but objected to the numbers of lights on the drive 
and the building. A motion to approve the retention of the garage but object to the lights 
was rescinded after Cllr Glimstead pointed out that the lighting was not part of the 
application. 

 
(The meeting was closed at 20.17hrs to receive procedural guidance from Cllr Filmer) the meeting reopened at 
20.21 hrs when Cllr Filmer left the room.) 
 

A motion to object to this application was proposed by Cllr Mason, seconded by Cllr 
Pritchard to the application - The installed lighting has an adverse impact on neighbours and 
the visual amenity of this sensitive area (refer to 21/15/00016 condition 4). It does not 
comply with the Village Design Statement particularly items 6.3 (features not appropriate) 
and 7.10 (ensure lighting is not intrusive).  This council would withdraw its objection if the 
lighting was modified to have fewer and less intrusive lights. 

The motion was carried with five votes for and one against.  
iii. Application Number: 21/17/00011 Old Manor House, Cross. Decision by a unanimous vote - 

no objection. 
b. Sedgemoor Local Plan : The Planning Inspectorate Hearing Programme is under way with Cheddar 

featuring on the agenda and Paul Fineran as their spokesman. The Cluster Group addressed the 
issues of rural roads and speed limits. EP reported on the increasing traffic through the village. The 
DM and EP will work on a scheme to measure traffic movements.  

c. Bristol International Airport (BIA) Expansion : The Clerk advised The Council on the North 
Somerset Consultation regarding the impact of BIA’s plans to increase passenger numbers from 
the 2004 level of 4.5 million to 15 million by 2030 and 20 million in 2040. BIA states that the A38 is 
a ‘major headache’ but say ‘any major improvement schemes are unlikely to be delivered before 
2025 at the earliest’. 

 
(Cllr Filmer re-joined the meeting and Cllr Glimstead left the meeting at 8.42 pm) 

 
9. Highways and Environment Matters. 

a. Footpath PROW AX15/1 – The draft report on the PROW is expected to be ready by the end of 
January 2018. The Planning Compliance officer (SDC) has registered the matter for investigation. 
No date has been received and the Clerk has been unsuccessful in contacting Mr Arnold. 

b. Cross Lane- Cllr Parker gave a full report on the current situation. A letter has been received from 
SCC PROW to advise that because of a number of detailed responses have been received, their 
deadline will not be met. Tess Gill has responded to advise them that the deadline of 5th January 
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was set by The Planning Inspectorate and so they would be in default. Details of the responses 
they received have been requested. 

It was unanimously resolved to instruct the clerk to write to SCC to fully endorse this letter.   
c. Village marker stone – There is lack of progress because of the inability to contact SCC officers to 

progress this project. Liam Gill has been on holiday.  An initial cost of £90 would be required for 
legal notices and administration but could incur an overall cost of £350. It was unanimously 
approved to reserve the £350 and pay the initial £90 out of this sum.  

d. Location for bike racks in CB parish – a possible site is opposite The White Hart, DM, EP, MP to 
view the location. 

e. Speed Watch – DM has spoken to the lead of the Shipham Speed Watch group who advised that it 
should be run by volunteers. The cost of a gun is £300. MP to send a request for volunteers on the 
‘Link’ system. 

f. National Grid Planting Scheme – DM reported on the scheme which would require landowners to 
make land available. RP to provide the NG re-planting scheme as presented during the 
consultations.  

g. Issues at the east of Old Coach Road – No feedback received from highways MP will raise the 
issues after the Christmas period. 

h. Village Flowers – The winter planting is complete. MP will negotiate with Cheddar Garden Centre 
for next year’s supplies. 

i. Footpath issues – the hedge on AX15/16 is in need of maintenance as the path is restricted. The 
Chairman agreed to receive an update from the footpaths liaison officer, Alex Gooby. 

j. Cross Turnpike Milepost – EP has uncovered the Turnpike milepost with a view to adopting it. The 
Clerk was instructed to write to SCC Highways to request adoption 

10. Community volunteer Group 
a. A social event for volunteers was arranged by MP and hosted by AL was very much appreciated. 

They were thanked for this very successful event.  
b. A ‘Hi-Viz’ tabard for volunteers will be sponsored by TM  

11. Correspondence and other Communication  
The Chairman is unable to attend the Axbridge Community Awards Ceremony. DM or EP will represent 
him. 

 
12. Date of Next Meeting – Next Meeting – 10th January 2018 
 
 

The Meeting Closed at 9.12 pm 


